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didn't w a n t  to k eep alive that co u l d  b e  u s e d  for various 
purposes, t hat yo u  w o u l d  come to m e  t o w a r d  the en d  and say, 
let's do it differently, and at t hat time I'd say, no, yo u  need 
to be taug h t  some h a r d  lessons. Yo u  n e e d  to u n d e r s t a n d  hardball 
politics, and w h e n  that mom e n t  comes and th e  p r e s s u r e  is on and 
the time is r u nning out I'm going to say no. Tha t ' s  what I said 
and I c an get the tr a n s c r i p t  if yo u  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  me, and most 
of you all did n ' t  pa y  atten t i o n  b e c a u s e  y o u  d o n ' t  p a y  attention. 
A n d  the on ly t ime I h a v e  a ny  signif i c a n c e  in y our life is w h e n  I 
do wh at I s aid I'm go i n g  to do, p r o m i s e d  yo u  I w o u l d  do. And 
you all ch a l l e n g e d  me. Y o u  say, do your worst, w e ' r e  going to 
do wh at we w ant to do today. Well, y ou d i d  w h a t  y o u  want e d  to 
do that day. Well, n o w  the t ime has come for me to do what I 
want to do. A n d  I'm go i n g  to do it b e c a u s e  I t i p p e d  you off to 
w h at  it w o u l d  be. An d  it's like this e v e r y  single session, and
I h a v e n ' t  changed, and I'm no t  going to change. This 
Legislature, as an institution, does n ot f u n c t i o n  th e  way that I 
think it should, and the wa y  the r est of you, m o s t  of you, know 
that it ought to function. If we c o m m a n d e d  th e  r e spect as an 
i n stitution t hat we should, the G o v e r n o r  w o u l d n ' t  be t e lling us,
and p u t t i n g  all of you all in terror, that if yo u  s end a . . .a tax
increase over h ere I'm going to v eto it unl e s s  it's th e  one tax 
increase I want, wh i c h  is to stick a c e r t a i n  small  grou p of 
people. T h e n  yo u  all start r u n n i n g  arou n d  like he's your daddy, 
and y o u ' v e  got to do what he t old you to do. A n d  h o w  am I going 
to h ave r e spect for the b o d y  as a whole, collecti ve ly,  when I 
see one m an who's no t  even in the L e g i s l a t u r e  t e r r i f y  you like 
that. S e nator Beutler, w h e n  we w ere on the rules, t a l k e d  about 
a "gatekeeper" an d  should it be s omebody w h o ' s  n o t  elected  by 
the body, m e a n i n g  me. It shouldn't b e  me. I s h o u l d n ' t  tell the 
b ody ho w  thin g s  are going to be done, it shou l d  be th e  Speaker, 
who is v o t e d  on b y  everybody. Well, m y  f e e l i n g  is t hat somebody 
outside the Legi s l a t u r e  shouldn't t e rrify you. If y o u ' r e  going 
to be terrified, it should b e  b y  one of your own colleagues. 
An d  I'm tryi n g  to do that as a favor to m y  colleagues. I'm 
tr yin g to h e l p  yo u  all. It's for yo u  all t h a t  I sacrifice 
myself as s e l f lessly as I do time after time. D o  I concern
myself w i t h  h o w  p e o p l e  react to w hat I say? Well, no, not
really. Do m y  colleagues c o n cern t h e m selves w i t h  ho w  I feel 
about things? No. That's wh y  we r e ached the s i t u a t i o n  we're in 
now. I h a v e  some m ore motions and I intend to run them. I


